Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 JAKART 05582 290635Z 

ACTION SS-25 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 W 

I070I3 290637Z/I7 

O2905I0Z APR 78 

PM AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8443 

CONPIDENTIAL JAKARTA 5582 

EXDIS 

POR UNDERSECRETARY NEWSOM PROM AMBASSADOR MASTERS 

E.O. 1 1652: GDX 
TAGS: MASS, SHUM, ID 

SUBJECT: VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT: PERCEPTIONS OF INDONESIAN POLES 

REF: STATE 108495 

1. 1 MUCH APPRECIATE THE BACKGROUND CONTAINED IN REPTEL. I 
HAVE CONTINUED THE CAMPAIGN YOU BEGAN WITH BENNY MURDANI TO 
PERMIT A CRS PRESENCE IN TIMOR (HE EMPHATICALLY CONTINUES TO 
RULE OUT AN ICRC PRESENCE). AS IN PREVIOUS CONVERSATIONS 

WITH YOU, MURDANI HAS ALWAYS REPERRED TO THE NEED TO REPLACE 
GOVERNOR ARAUJO PIRST. I HAVE REPEATEDLY QUESTIONED WHEN THIS 
CHANGE, WHICH WAS ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER OF 
1977 AND THEN MARCH OF 1978, WOULD TAKE PLACE. I EVEN BEGAN TO 
SUSPECT THAT PERHAPS ARAUJO WAS BEING KEPT IN OPPICE IN ORDER TO 
KEEP CRS OUT. WE HAVE AT LAST, HOWEVER, EXTRACTED A MORE PLAUSIBLE 
EXPLANATION PROM LIM BIAN KIE. 

2. ACCORDING TO BIAN KIE, MURDANI'S CURRENT ARCH RIVAL IN THE 

WITH A WELL-PUBLICIZED INSPECTION VISIT TO TIMOR SIX MONTHS 

AGO AND HAS SINCE APPARENTLY THROWN A WRENCH IN MURDANI'S PLANS 

POR PERSONNEL CHANGES. SOLICHIN POR SOME INEXPLICABLE 

REASON HAS PUSHED FORMER EAST NASATANGGARA GOVERNOR EL TARI POR 
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THIS JOB. ACCORDING TO LIM BIAN KIE, MURDANI HAS JUST RECENTLY 
SUCCEEDED IN KILLING SOLICHIN'S PROPOSAL, AND PLANS FOR GUILHERMO 
MARIA GONCALVES TO REPLACE ARAUJO ARE BACK ON THE RAILS. 

3. 1 TOOK ADVANTAGE OP AN APRIL 28 CALL ON MINISTER OF STATE 
SUDHARMONO, WHO AS YOU KNOW IS ONE OP SUHARTO'S CLOSEST CONPIDANTS, 
TO GO OVER THE HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEM WITH HIM, WITH PARTICULAR 
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REFERENCE TO EAST TIMOR. SUDHARMONO SAID HE PERSONALLY SAW NO 
REASON WHY REPRESENTATIVES OF VOLUNTARY AGENCIES SHOULD NOT BE 
PERMITTED TO ENTER EAST TIMOR AND ADDED THAT HE WOULD DISCUSS THE 
MATTER WITH SUHARTO. I SAID I THOUGHT THIS WOULD BE EXTREMELY 
USEEUL TO REGAIN THE EORWARD MOMENTUM ON HUMAN RIGHTS WHICH HAD 
BEEN INITIATED BY THE DECEMBER 1977 RELEASE OF DETAINEES BUT 
HAD SLOWED DOWN DURING THE MPR SESSION. 

4. SUDHARMONO ASKED WHETHER THE VICE PRESIDENT WAS GOING TO 
RAISE SPECIEICALLY WITH SUHARTO THE DESIRABILITY OF ADMITTING 
VOL AG REPRESENTATIVES INTO EAST TIMOR. I SAID I WAS NOT AWARE 
OE THE SPECIEIC POINTS WHICH THE VICE PRESIDENT MIGHT RAISE, 

BUT THAT GIVEN THE KEY POSITION OP HUMAN RIGHTS IN OUR POREIGN 
POLICIES WE COULD BE SURE THAT THIS GENERAL SUBJECT WOULD BE 
RAISED. IT WOULD HELP PUT INDONESIA IN A BETTER POSITION IP A 
PUBLIC STATEMENT ERE MADE IN ADVANCE OP THE VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT 
THAT THE GOI HAD DECIDED TO ADMIT REPRESENTATIVES OP 
VOLUNTARY AGENCIES INTO EAST TIMOR AT LEAST POR EXTENDED VISITS. 

IP THIS WAS NOT POSSIBLE, AND IF THE GOI DID NOT FEEL THAT 

IT COULD GO PUBLIC ON THIS MATTER AS YET, PERHAPS SUHARTO COULD 
TELL THE VICE PRESIDENT THAT A DECISION TO THIS EPFECT HAD BEEN 
MADE AND THAT EAST TIMOR WOULD OPEN UP WITHIN THE NEAR PUTURE. 
SUDHARMONO TOOK NOTES DURING OUR DISCUSSION AND WE CAN BE SURE 
THAT MY VIEWS WILL BE REELECTED TO SUHARTO. 

5. SUDHAROMONO AND, AS NOTED ABOVE, BENNY MURDANI, CONTINUE TO BE 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 JAKART 05582 290635Z 

EXTREMELY NEGATIVE TOWARD LETTING THE ICRC BACK INTO EAST TIMOR. 

I RECOMMEND THAT THIS NOT BE RAISED BUT THAT WE CONCENTRATE ON 
GETTING VOLUNTARY AGENCIES INTO THE AREA. AS YOU KNOW, RIGHTLY 
OR WRONGLY, INDONESIA BELIEVES THE PREVIOUS ICRC GROUPS IN EAST 
TIMOR VILLATED THE GROUND RULES, AND I BELIEVE IT WILL BE SOME 
TIME YET BEFORE THEY ARE PREPARED TO RESUME ICRC VISITS TO THAT 
AREA. 

6. MEANWHILE, ICRC VISITS TO DETAINEE CENTERS ON JAVA ARE GOING 
EXTREMELY. I MET WITH THE PIRST GROUP WHICH SPENT SEVERAL 
MONTHS HERE AND RECEIVED SECOND HAND ACCOUNTS OP THEIR ACTIVITIES 
THROUGH THE SWISS AMBASSADOR. THEY POUND INDONESIA COOPERATIVE 

AND FORTHCOMING. THEY WERE ALLOWED TO PROVIDE THEIR OWN INTERPRETERS 
AND TO GO WHEREVER THEY WISHED. THAT GROUP HAS COMPLETED ITS WORK 
AND HAS GONE AND A SECOND GROUP IS NOW ON THE SCENE. ACCORDING TO 
ALL REPORTS AVAILABLE TO ME, THE INDONESIANS ARE ALSO COOPERATING 
PULLY WITH THIS GROUP, AND IT WILL APPARENTLY VISIT AREAS 
OPF JAVA, BUT NOT REPEAT NOT EAST TIMOR. 

7. 1 SEE ADVANTAGES IN THE VICE 

PRESIDENT'S RAISING ACCELERATING THE RELEASE OF PKI/GESTAPU 
DETAINEES. ADM. SUDOMO CONTINUES TO TELL ME THAT HE BELIEVS 
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THIS IS POSSIBLE AND WE HAVE OTHER EVIDENCE THAT PLANNING TO 
ACCELERATE RELEASE OE THE 10,000 DUE OUT IN 1978 IS WELL 
UNDERWAY. I WILL DISCUSS THIS WHOLE SUBIECT WITH THE VICE 
PRESIDENT'S STAFF ON ARRIVAL AND HOPE EOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
GO OVER IT WITH THE VICE PRESIDENT HIMSELF BEFORE HE 
SEES PRESIDENT SUHARTO. 

MASTERS 
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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 W 

121943 010558Z/17 

O R 010440Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
TO AMEMBASSY MANILA IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 5572 

CONFIDENTIAL JAKARTA 5582 

EXDIS 

MANILA EOR VICE PRESIDENT'S PARTY ONLY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, SHUM, ID 

SUBJECT: VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT: PERCEPTIONS OP INDONESIAN POLICIES 

FOLLOWING MESSAGE SENT DEPT EOR ACTION ON 29 APR 78, 

REPEATED HERE FOR UR ACTION 

QTE 

EXDIS 

FOR UNDERSECRETARY NEWSOM FROM AMBASSADOR MASTERS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, SHUM, ID 

SUBJECT: VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT: PERCEPTIONS OP INDONESIAN POLICIES 

REP: STATE 108495 

1. 1 MUCH APPRECIATE THE BACKGROUND CONTAINED IN REFTEL. I 
HAVE CONTINUED THE CAMPAIGN YOU BEGAN WITH BENNY MURDANI TO 
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PERMIT A CRS PRESENCE IN TIMOR (HE EMPHATICALLY CONTINUES TO 
RULE OUT AN ICRC PRESENCE). AS IN PREVIOUS CONVERSATIONS 
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WITH YOU, MURDANI HAS ALWAYS REFERRED TO THE NEED TO REPLACE 
GOVERNOR ARAUJO FIRST. I HAVE REPEATEDLY QUESTIONED WHEN THIS 
CHANGE, WHICH WAS ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED EOR OCTOBER OE 
1977 AND THEN MARCH OE 1978, WOULD TAKE PLACE. I EVEN BEGAN TO 
SUSPECT THAT PERHAPS ARAUJO WAS BEING KEPT IN OFFICE IN ORDER TO 
KEEP CRS OUT. WE HAVE AT LAST, HOWEVER, EXTRACTED A MORE PLAUSIBLE 
EXPLANATION FROM LIM BIAN KIE. 

2. ACCORDING TO BIAN KIE, MURDANI'S CURRENT ARCH RIVAL IN THE 
WITH A WELL-PUBLICIZED INSPECTION VISIT TO TIMOR SIX MONTHS 
AGO AND HAS SINCE APPARENTLY THROWN A WRENCH IN MURDANI'S PLANS 
FOR PERSONNEL CHANGES. SOLICHIN FOR SOME INEXPLICABLE 
REASON HAS PUSHED EORMER EAST NASATANGGARA GOVERNOR EL TARI FOR 
THIS JOB. ACCORDING TO LIM BIAN KIE, MURDANI HAS JUST RECENTLY 
SUCCEEDED IN KILLING SOLICHIN'S PROPOSAL, AND PLANS EOR GUILHERMO 
MARIA GONCALVES TO REPLACE ARAUJO ARE BACK ON THE RAILS. 

3. 1 TOOK ADVANTAGE OF AN APRIL 28 CALL ON MINISTER OE STATE 
SUDHARMONO, WHO AS YOU KNOW IS ONE OF SUHARTO'S CLOSEST CONFIDANTS, 
TO GO OVER THE HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEM WITH HIM, WITH PARTICULAR 
REEERENCE TO EAST TIMOR. SUDHARMONO SAID HE PERSONALLY SAW NO 
REASON WHY REPRESENTATIVES OE VOLUNTARY AGENCIES SHOULD NOT BE 
PERMITTED TO ENTER EAST TIMOR AND ADDED THAT HE WOULD DISCUSS THE 
MATTER WITH SUHARTO. I SAID I THOUGHT THIS WOULD BE EXTREMELY 
USEFUL TO REGAIN THE FORWARD MOMENTUM ON HUMAN RIGHTS WHICH HAD 
BREN INITIATED BY THE DECEMBER 1977 RELEASE OE DETAINEES BUT 
HAD SLOWED DOWN DURING THE MPR SESSION. 

4. SUDHARMONO ASKED WHETHER THE VICE PRESIDENT WAS GOING TO 
RAISE SPECIFICALLY WITH SUHARTO THE DESIRABILITY OE ADMITTING 
VOL AG REPRESENTATIVES INTO EAST TIMOR. I SAID I WAS NOT AWARE 
OF THE SPECIFIC POINTS WHICH THE VICE PRESIDENT MIGHT RAISE, 

BUT THAT GIVEN THE KEY POSITION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN OUR FOREIGN 
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POLICIES WE COULD BE SURE THAT THIS GENERAL SUBJECT WOULD BE 
RAISED. IT WOULD HELP PUT INDONESIA IN A BETTER POSITION IF A 
PUBLIC STATEMENT ERE MADE IN ADVANCE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT 
THAT THE GOI HAD DECIDED TO ADMIT REPRESENTATIVES OF 
VOLUNTARY AGENCIES INTO EAST TIMOR AT LEAST FOR EXTENDED VISITS. 

IF THIS WAS NOT POSSIBLE, AND IE THE GOI DID NOT EEEL THAT 
IT COULD GO PUBLIC ON THIS MATTER AS YET, PERHAPS SUHARTO COULD 
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TELL THE VICE PRESIDENT THAT A DECISION TO THIS EFFECT HAD BEEN 
MADE AND THAT EAST TIMOR WOULD OPEN UP WITHIN THE NEAR FUTURE. 
SUDHARMONO TOOK NOTES DURING OUR DISCUSSION AND WE CAN BE SURE 
THAT MY VIEWS WILL BE REELECTED TO SUHARTO. 

5. SUDHAROMONO AND, AS NOTED ABOVE, BENNY MURDANI, CONTINUE TO BE 
EXTREMELY NEGATIVE TOWARD LETTING THE ICRC BACK INTO EAST TIMOR. 

I RECOMMEND THAT THIS NOT BE RAISED BUT THAT WE CONCENTRATE ON 
GETTING VOLUNTARY AGENCIES INTO THE AREA. AS YOU KNOW, RIGHTLY 
OR WRONGLY, INDONESIA BELIEVES THE PREVIOUS ICRC GROUPS IN EAST 
TIMOR VILLATED THE GROUND RULES, AND I BELIEVE IT WILL BE SOME 
TIME YET BEFORE THEY ARE PREPARED TO RESUME ICRC VISITS TO THAT 
AREA. 

6. MEANWHILE, ICRC VISITS TO DETAINEE CENTERS ON JAVA ARE GOING 
EXTREMELY. I MET WITH THE FIRST GROUP WHICH SPENT SEVERAL 
MONTHS HERE AND RECEIVED SECOND HAND ACCOUNTS OF THEIR ACTIVITIES 
THROUGH THE SWISS AMBASSADOR. THEY EOUND INDONESIA COOPERATIVE 

AND FORTHCOMING. THEY WERE ALLOWED TO PROVIDE THEIR OWN INTERPRETERS 
AND TO GO WHEREVER THEY WISHED. THAT GROUP HAS COMPLETED ITS WORK 
AND HAS GONE AND A SECOND GROUP IS NOW ON THE SCENE. ACCORDING TO 
ALL REPORTS AVAILABLE TO ME, THE INDONESIANS ARE ALSO COOPERATING 
FULLY WITH THIS GROUP, AND IT WILL APPARENTLY VISIT AREAS 
OFF JAVA, BUT NOT REPEAT NOT EAST TIMOR. 

7. 1 SEE ADVANTAGES IN THE VICE 

PRESIDENT'S RAISING ACCELERATING THE RELEASE OF PKI/GESTAPU 
DETAINEES. ADM. SUDOMO CONTINUES TO TELL ME THAT HE BELIEVS 
THIS IS POSSIBLE AND WE HAVE OTHER EVIDENCE THAT PLANNING TO 
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ACCELERATE RELEASE OF THE 10,000 DUE OUT IN 1978 IS WELL 
UNDERWAY. I WILL DISCUSS THIS WHOLE SUBJECT WITH THE VICE 
PRESIDENT'S STAFF ON ARRIVAL AND HOPE FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
GO OVER IT WITH THE VICE PRESIDENT HIMSELF BEFORE HE 
SEES PRESIDENT SUHARTO. 

SIGNED MASTERS 

UNQTE 

AMSTERS 
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